
Photographs and Assisted Self-Portraits

The archive Photographs was assembled by Luvera through weekly workshops hosted across

London attended by over 200 homeless and ex-homeless people. Providing his

subject/participants with cameras, Luvera facilitated the building of each individual’s contributory

portfolio toward the larger bank of images, gathering diverse viewpoints on the experience of

homelessness from the inside. Comprised of contributions ranging widely from intimate portraits

and images of the everyday experiences and surroundings of the contributor, through to visual

explorations of concepts and ideas to do with the notion of homelessness and the experience of

the city, the images from the archive Photographs are an insightful presentation of homeless

and ex-homeless people portrayed in a way previously unseen, by simply allowing the individuals

to represent themselves and their own points of view.

Devised to provide a representation of the contributors to the archive, each image in the series

Assisted Self-Portrait is the trace of a process that blurred distinctions between Luvera and his

subject / participants during the photographic sitting, investing in the subject a greater level of

control, collusion and power in the creation of their representation than is usually offered in a

traditional photographer / subject relationship. Played out in locations of the participant’s

choosing, over repeated sessions, Luvera taught each participant how to use large format

camera equipment using Polaroid and a long cable release. Each subject was an active

participant and co-creator of the image, while Luvera, as the photographer, served more as a

facilitator, tutor and technical advisor.
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